
Born in 1776, Englishman William Carey 
would travel a great distance in his lifetime in 
order to share the truth of God’s Word with 
those who had never heard it. While young, 
Carey apprenticed in a cobbler’s shop in England. 
While he was working there he was converted 
from the Anglican religion. He enthusiastically 
took up the faith and began studying Greek 
grammar.  Eventually he began studying Hebrew 
and Latin as well. He then aligned himself with 
the Particular Baptists, becoming a minister with 
that group.
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As a young man attending a meeting of Baptist 
ministers, Carey stood to press the need of overseas 
missions. An older minister responded, “Young man, 
sit down! You are an enthusiast. When God pleases 
to convert the heathen, He’ll do it without consulting 
you or me.” 

Carey often spoke against Christians who appeared 
to have no concern for those lost without Christ. 
He found it difficult to understand how some were 
unconcerned about fulfilling the Great Commission. 
In 1792, he was one of the founders of a mission 
organization. Carey famously declared, “Expect great 
things from God; attempt great things for God.” He 
went on to do exactly that.

Within a year, Carey, his wife and young children 
were joined by John Thomas on a ship bound for 
India. Although the Carey family’s early days in 
India were miserable due to Carey’s having grossly 
miscalculated the cost of living there, William quickly 
began studying Bengali, while preaching to small 
groups of people. Within a short time, William 
contracted malaria, his five-year-old, Peter, died of 
dysentery, and his wife became mentally ill. Carey 
spoke of this time as being “in the valley of the 
shadow of death.”

He soon joined a group of Danish missionaries, 
greatly enhancing his manner of living. Seven years 
after his arrival, he baptized his first convert, and 
two months later, he published his first Bengali New 
Testament. Over the next 28 years, Carey and his 
helpers translated the entire Bible into many of India’s 
major languages: Bengali, Oriya, Marathi, Hindi, 
Assamese, and Sanskrit. In addition, he translated 
parts of the Bible into 209 other languages and 
dialects. Truly this was a man who expected great 
things from God, and attempted great things for Him.
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Even as William Carey  
spent much of his life 

translating Scriptures for 
peoples in India, men 

and women are doing the 
same today. As the Bible is 
translated into the mother 

tongue of people there and 
they read and comprehend 
it, it is still changing lives. 

Without God’s Word in their 
heart language, people may 

come to know the Lord,  
but they struggle to grow 

without reading it in a 
language that is easily 

understandable to them.

If you would like to be 
involved in helping to  

change lives through the 
translation ministry, you may 
contact Bibles International  

at 616.942.7712  
or visit us online at  
info@biblesint.org.
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