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Myles Coverdale

Those of us who enjoy reading and
studying our English Bibles owe Myles
Coverdale a debt of gratitude. While his
name is not as familiar as that of William
Tyndale, his role is key. Coverdale was
a “disciple” of Tyndale during
Tyndale’s last years of life.
Coverdale finished translating
the Old Testament into English
and in 1535, he printed the first
complete Bible in the English
language. Those who
received it named it the
Coverdale Bible.

In early life,
Coverdale was a
Catholic. But he
was convinced that
confession to a priest,
along with other
aspects of the Catholic
religion, were troubling
enough that he was
compelled to preach against them. This was
a very dangerous thing to do in that day –
circa 1528-1531. During this era, he exiled

himself to Antwerp, Belgium, where he
aided Tyndale in his revisions and partial
translation of the English Bible. But
Tyndale was strangled and burned at the
stake in October 1536, leaving Coverdale
alone to complete the translation of
the first entire English Bible.
The first edition of this Bible was
printed in Antwerp, and It was
dedicated to King Henry V���.
As we open our Bibles,
let us thank the Lord
for the courage of
men like Coverdale
and Tyndale, who
were willing to risk
their lives that
we might have a
copy of God’s Word
in a language
which we easily
understand. We owe them
a huge debt of gratitude. We also
owe the Almighty God great thanks for
the fact that He has preserved His Word
throughout the ages.

﹈
God’s Word Still Changes Lives

Just as Myles Coverdale’s translation of the Bible changed the lives of many people,
God’s Word continues to do the same today. Without His Word in their own language,
people struggle to understand God’s truth. They may trust Christ, but without His
Word in a language they can easily understand, spiritual growth is very difficult.
If you would like to be involved in the life-changing ministry of Bible translation,
you may contact Bibles International at 616.942.7712 or inbox@biblesint.org.

Bibles International

609 36th Street SE • Grand Rapids • MI 49548-2317
616.942.7712 • www.biblesint.org.

Catch the vision for a reliable Bible translation in every language, a Bible in every hand.
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